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UCDVO is a registered charity and was established in 2003 in response to an expressed desire 
among students to engage in voluntary work overseas. UCDVO now runs a year-long Volunteering 
& Development Education Programme which includes 4 weeks volunteering overseas with local 
partners in India, Haiti, Nicaragua, Tanzania and Uganda. Approximately 1,500 volunteers have 
to date, engaged in environmental, educational, healthcare, construction and computer training 
projects in communities overseas. 

UCDVO’s Development Education Programme works to ensure that participants are responsible, 
responsive and ethical in their approach to international volunteering, while also opening up 
opportunities for those with an interest in development issues from a local and global perspective. 

Through the programme, participants connect with a network of active and like-minded participants 
who are motivated to engage with global justice issues. As our Programme is focused on developing 
knowledge and skills of participants, there is a strong emphasis placed on how participants can 
generate awareness in their own local communities and among their peer groups.

UCDVO works closely with Comhlámh on the design, implementation and evaluation of many 
aspects of our programme. We also run a Development Film Series aswell as the Annual Conference 
as part of our Programme. Courses in activism and facilitation are offered through Be the Change and 
Skills in Development Education.

09.30 Registration & Breakfast

10.00 Welcome and Introduction UCDVO Manager, Joanne Mulligan

10.10 Mark Cumming, Comhlámh

10.20 Opening Plenary, Professor Vanessa Andreotti

10.50 Coffee Break

11.00 Story Telling - Karen Gearon, Will St Leger & Julia Canney, Facilitated by Clare Mulvany

12.30 Questions from audience

13.00 Lunch [provided for all conference participants]

14.00 Workshops

15.30 Plenary Session with Alan Hayes

16.00 Graphic Harvesting Presentation with Eimear Mc Nally

16.30 Close

Agenda

Thanks to our conference partners for supporting this event:

Concern Worldwide, Comhlámh and UCD International

UCD Volunteers OverseasABOUT



PLENARY
OPENING

Keynote Speaker

Mark Cumming has been Head of Comhlámh, the Irish 
Association of Development Workers and Volunteers, 
since 2013. He is a B.Comm graduate of UCD. His early 
career was in human resource management in industry, 
before he became a volunteer development worker. 
Since then, he has worked in international development 
for a range of state, non-governmental and church 
development organisations. Mark has lived in Kenya and 
Rwanda, where he worked on community development 
and human rights programmes. He is a long-standing 
active supporter of Comhlámh since becoming a 
member 26 years ago.

Vanessa de Oliveira Andreotti is a professor at the 
Department for Educational Studies at the University 
of British Columbia and holds a Canada Research 
Chair in Race, Inequalities and Global Change.  She has 
extensive experience working with governments, NGOs, 
professional associations and local communities in 
areas of education related to global justice, community 
engagement, indigenous knowledge systems and 
internationalization. Her research draws attention to 
the increasing levels of complexity and uncertainty 
in societies, and to the necessity to deepen our self-
understanding, integrity, and capacity to honour our 
inter-dependence as we connect across different 
borders. Her work offers insights into how we can start 
to move together differently towards new forms of 
relationships and possibilities of co-existence.
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STORYTELLING

STORYTELLING

Session

Panel

Facilitator
Clare Mulvany uses writing, photography, yoga and 
social events to spark change. She is creative coach and 
is the founder of Thrive School, a school for creative 
leadership. Previously she was the co-founder of 
The Trailblazery, a platform to promote creative and 
entrepreneurial ideas and possibilities in Ireland and is 
the author of numerous books including ‘One Wild Life: 
A Journey to discover people who change our world’ and 
is a Social Entrepreneurs Ireland Awardee.

As a founding member of Suas, she previously led their 
flagship volunteer programme in India and Kenya. She 
has volunteered on education programmes in the South 
Pacific, India and Eastern Africa and has worked as an 
English Lecturer at Peking University. As a documentary 
photographer, her imagery focuses on highlighting the 
impact of social organisations. Her yoga practice and 
teachings help to ground it all.

Will St Leger is an activist, artist and musician. He lives 
and works in Dublin. 

Graduating in Design and Communications in 1994, he 
moved to London and set up a design company called, 
Sodium.  In 1999, St Leger realised that his creative 
superpowers could be also used for good and joined 
Greenpeace. He was often involved in several high 
profile direct actions on oil rigs, nuclear power stations 
and army bases. On returning to Dublin in 2004 he 
began producing street art that mixed art and activism.  
As a well-known art interventionist, St Leger has been 
behind a number of bold installations, such as 100 fake 
landmines around Dublin’s parks to highlight landmine 
awareness and placing a life sized fake missile in the city 
centre for action on Syria.

As a self-proclaimed, ‘Mindful Vandal’ St Leger tends 
to fuse together popular culture and historical icons 
with humour, often presenting new meanings. Typical 
themes centre on religion, human rights, war and the 
environment. Will is also one half of electronic synth-
pop group called Faune.
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GEARON
Karen

Karen Gearon was the shop steward of the Dunnes 
Stores Anti-Apartheid Strike, which started in Dunnes 
Stores, Henry street branch on the 19th July 1984. This 
was the beginning of what would be a battle by twelve 
workers for two years and nine months. The government 
eventually banned South African goods from being sold 
in Ireland and this ban remained in place until the end 
of the apartheid regime. Karen returned to Dunnes after 
the strike ended but was dismissed thirteen months 
later. She later went on to win an unfair dismissal case.  
Even though Karen won her unfair dismissal case, she 
was “Blacklisted” and was unemployed for many years.  
Karen was living in Dublin at the time and decided to 
move to Kerry where she has lived for the past 28 years 
and works in the community development sector.

Julia is a graduate of the MSc Human Rights programme 
at UCD, where her dissertation focused on the impact 
post-conflict zones have on the effectiveness of 
prevention programmes for gender-based violence. As 
an undergraduate at the College of William & Mary in 
Virginia, she worked extensively as a peer educator and 
advocate for survivors of sexual and relational violence, 
an experience that shaped the rest of her activism 
throughout college and graduate school.

While at UCD, Julia participated in the Be the Change 
course through UCD Volunteers Overseas, and led her 
to found Consent at UCD (CUCD), the first student-run 
organization on UCD’s campus addressing sexual assault, 
consent, and healthy relationships among university 
students. In addition to her work with CUCD, Julia 
worked as a researcher for the Clann Project/Justice for 
Magdalenes Research, as an intern for ActionAid Ireland’s 
Women’s Rights Programme, and as the Press Officer for 
UCD for Choice. Julia currently lives and works in Boston, 
where she is the Social Media Coordinator for the WMC 
Women Under Siege Project and a researcher for the 
Consortium on Gender, Security and Human Rights.
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AFTERNOON Workshops

How do we keep going in the midst of all the global crises we are currently experiencing? How can we keep 
our fires burning to keep active, and still stay hopeful? Drawing on the work of Joanna Macy and her Work that 
Reconnects, this workshop will explore frameworks and tools to cultivate our resilience. Gráinne O’Neill is the 
Volunteer Engagement project officer with Comhlámh. Her work with returned volunteers and development 
education has sparked a curiosity for ‘what keeps our fires burning’ as activists, that which keeps us going in the 
work for social justice. This curiosity will inform today’s workshop. She currently lives in Derry with her family.

‘Our being in the world’, wrote Paulo Freire over 20 years ago, ‘is far more than just ‘being’. It is a ‘presence’, 
a ‘presence’ that is relational to the world and to others. A ‘presence’ that, in recognising another presence as 
‘not I’, recognises its own self. A ‘presence’ that can reflect upon itself, that knows itself as a presence, that can 
intervene, can transform, can speak of what it does, but that can also take stock of, compare, evaluate, give value 
to, decide, break with, and dream.’

In this workshop we will explore this notion of our-selves as ‘presence’ and the ways in which critical education 
strengthens our capacity to relate to and act in the world. What does this critical education look like? What does 
it feel like? And what does being a change-maker mean? Sive Bresnihan is Training and Education Officer with 
Comhlámh. Sive started out in Arts and Drama, before moving into the fields of international development and, 
latterly, adult education. All these turns have shaped her ever strengthening commitment to critical pedagogies 
as a well spring for change.

There is long history of body-based protest that has included many different kinds of actions from sloganised 
garments to mass occupations, marches, lock ons and more. In this workshop, artist and activist Siobhán Clancy 
will reflect on these forms of dissent based on some examples selected from a variety of campaigns, both 
national and international. Participants will be invited to discuss the values, ethics and efficacy of representation 
of different bodies. We will also look at the embodiment of identity and strategies for sensitive, practical 
engagement of different communities in creative political actions.

There will be a short hands-on element following discussion using techniques that can be applied to the 
production of placards, banners, murals, stickers, posters and other print publications, garments, badges and 
more. So simply by taking part, you will leave with the know-how to do a whole lot more.

Siobhân Clancy holds an MA in Community Education, Equality and Social Activism from Maynooth University 
and is an active founding member of the national, all-volunteer grassroots Abortion Rights Campaign as well as a 
Steering Group Member for INROADS 2017-2018 (endabortionstigma.org). In her professional practice, she works 
as a visual artist collaborating with groups on multimedia and live works relevant to health, disability, education 
and social justice particularly concerning young people and women in Ireland.

Cultivating resilience as activists
Facilitated by Gráinne O’Neill

Facilitated by Sive Bresnihan

Facilitated by Siobhán Clancy

Empowering learners to become change-makers 

Awareness raising & approaches to taking action

ACTIVE HOPE

CRITICAL GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP EDUCATION

CREATIVE ACTIVISM



Eimear is a visual facilitator, based in the Dublin area. 
Much of her work involves live graphic recording at 
conferences and events, making content creatively 
engaging for attendees. She also uses visuals in the 
facilitation of workshops, again with the aim of creatively 
engaging participants. She has been working in this area 
since 2010. Clients include the NYCI, UCD, Google, Allianz, 
Siemens and she collaborates with many including the 
innovation consultancy FramLabs. She also has worked 
for many years in development education, mainly in a 
training and communications capacity for IDEA, the Irish 
Development Education Association. She is passionate 
about learning, natural systems and creativity.

Alan has experience as a youth worker, a development 
education trainer, a community development lecturer and 
an overseas volunteer. He is currently a dad, a husband, 
a compulsive volunteer, a serial social media time waster 
and still, a DevEd head. In his day job he works as an 
Educational Welfare Officer at TUSLA the Child and Family 
Agency. A fundamental belief in the power of education 
to transform lives, that’s what brings him here, there and 
everywhere.

Throughout the day a slide-show in the Global Lounge will share images of activism and awareness raising 
initiatives amongst students, staff and alumni of UCD. This includes, UCDVO, Consent at UCD (CUCD), UCD 
Welcomes Refugees, Take Back the Night, UCD for Choice, UCD in the Community, UCD Islamic Society, UCD 
SVP, Concern Worldwide & World Toilet Day.

with Eimear McNally
GRAPHIC HARVESTING

CLOSING PLENARY 

ACTIONS FOR ACTIVISM

Hayes

McNally

alan

Eimear



UCD Volunteers Overseas

UCD International  
Gerard Manley Hopkins Centre

University College Dublin
Belfield, Dublin 4, Ireland

www.ucdvo.org
#UCDVOConf16+

Kindly supported by

http://www.ucdvo.org

